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take such an impulsive child to her classic bosom* Much
redesigning of philosophic carpentry was necessary, but at
length the process was complete, and Hinduism, with
characteristic adaptability, absorbed the Bhakti movement
as it has done others of less dynamic but more intellectual
qualities.
Perhaps the most subtle of Hinduism's enemies is the West's
idea of social service. This, of course, has reached it through
the British connection with India. The West has as much
interest in men's bodies as in their souls, social inequalities
are enquired into and remedies which, if they do nothing else,
make men socially worthy of taxation are evolved. The East
has had no interest in the human body. It looked on the
human body, indeed, as an enemy to the "way of release "
Consequently, when the West showed the East that making
men happy in this world was not necessarily consistent with
making them unhappy in the next the Hindu thinkers were
again upset. They are still upset. Many of them have started
new efforts on behalf of their old, static faith, seeking to
embody the West's idea that social service should be the
concern of all great religions.
I shall deal only with two of these efforts here. The first
is that expressed in a whole series of bodies, each of which is
termed a "Samaj." The Samaj movement is not urgently
concerned with social amelioration; its inspiration has come
from Christianity. It would be the last to admit this, but
its theistic aspiration was without doubt the result of Hinduism
rubbing shoulders with missionary workers from the West.
The Samaj, generally speaking, desires to replace the "unx
answering stillness" of the older conceptions of reality with a
thoroughgoing theism. It is true to Hinduism, but it stresses
one aspect of it more than has ever been done in the past.
The second may be represented by the Ramaknshna
Mission so deservedly respected throughout India This is a
movement of man to help man. It frankly avows that "the
first gods we have to worship axe our own countrymen**